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Abstract

After the Lin Shuang-wen incident was pacified in 1788, the aborigine military
colonies system was introduced to Taiwan by the Qing government, in order to
strengthen the peace and order of this overseas frontier. This system involved selecting
4,000 aborigine military colonists (t“un tin #5]°) from 93 civilized aborigine (shu fan
#4FK) tribes, to whom the land beyond boundary was given to cultivate. In addition to
military functions, the system also served to solve the unlicensed cultivation beyond
boundary, which had widely emerged since 1765. Therefore, the system affected not
only the civilized aborigines, but also raw aborigines (sheng fan #:3) and the Chinese
(ZE A). In this thesis, in order to investigate the effects of implementing the aborigine
military colonies system on a society beyond boundary, | will take Tungshih(BE%%)

region in central Taiwan, from 1784 to 1820, as my major case for discussion.

Most research on the aborigine military colonies system has focused on the
content of official legislation. I, however, intend to shift from legal words to social
realities by concentrating on another two aspects: the formation of legislation and the
actual condition of operation, especially how the system was refashioned by local
society. The legislation of the system was originally inspired by the experience of
Sicuan (PYJI]); however, a different version, which better suited to the situation in
Taiwan, was approved by the officials. In this process, diverse concerns of this policy
were voiced: while the officials held divergent opinions, the local groups also negotiated
for their own benefits. Finally, the legislation reached a compromise between different
groups, and took into account both the expectations of central government and the

benefits of local society.

The operation of the system, on the other hand, can also expand our views on the

workings of other systems in the Qing dynasty. Although the legislation was issued in



VI FE AR HIRZAT D d Y A o (1784-1825)

1790, the system did not function in the ways which it was instructed in the articles. In
fact, the system was adjusted to fulfilling the practical need and to sustaining the profits
of local society. In later reforms of the system, the adjustments made by local people
were usually confirmed by the officials. This does not mean, however, that the system
malfunctioned: it was still a norm which people could manipulate but not violate. For
the local people, the goal was to ensure their expectable profit in the cultivation by
circumventing the restriction of the original legislation. For officials, the goal was to
maintain the peace and stability of Taiwan society rather than enforce the legislation
literally. In conclusion, the implementation of a system should not be simply viewed as
“government command, people obey,” but a dynamic process of finding the equilibrium

of bilateral goals.

Keywords: aborigine military colony, unlicensed cultivation beyond boundary,
Tungshihjiao(BE#%£5), He Fu-xing(frfiigk#), colony rent, colony land
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