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A Preliminary Study on the Japanese Colonial

Government’s “Land Survey Project” in Taiwan
Mi-cha Wu

Abstract

The Japanese colonial government of Taiwan carried out the “Land Survey
Project” (tochi chosa jigyd) between 1898 and 1905. This article explores the
process of this project, including topographical investigation, compilation of
land cadasters, and land-tax reform, from its commencement, to the
revolutionary transformation of Taiwan’s land system, and how the Taiwanese
society adapted to such external and institutional changes.

The success to the colonial government’s Land Survey Project can be
attributed to two factors: first, experiences based upon Japanese Land Tax
Reform (chisokaisei) and Liu Ming-chuan’s land survey; second, recognition of
land rights of Taiwanese holders with relatively loose standards. As such,
colonial government avoided disputes from the Taiwanese who felt their land
rights being encroached on. Nevertheless, the reason why the colonial
government could buy up traditional large-rent rights with government bonds
without strong opposition from the landlords requires more research.

Although the introduction and adoption of institutional changes to the
Taiwanese land system, for instance, individual and exclusive right to land, was
extremely different from traditional land custom in Taiwan, Taiwan society also
made her way in gaining official compromise over rights to land in the form of

joint ownership and public ownership.

Keywords: Land survey, Land measurement, Land right, Large-rent
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